
 

 

 

 

Sept 2012 

"Anyone who thinks that they are too small to make a difference 

should try sleeping with a mosquito in the room..." - Christie Todd 

Whitman 

 

Congratulations! You are reading this semester's first issue of the 

award-winning Knight's Atari monthly newsletter. You are clearly a 

discerning individual and you smell really nice today.  

 

These are go stones, not sweets. I am sorry. Do not ingest. See 

http://nuiggosoc.wordpress.com/ for more 

information. 

 

The Galway Chess Congress, an international chess 

competition catering to all levels of player, takes place in the Salthill 

Hotel from October 12th-14th. See galwaychess.com for details.   

 

We gratefully acknowledge the contributions of MathsSoc's puzzle and Síofra 

Fitzgerald's "Cognitive Dissonance". We welcome any other submissions, comments, 

queries or complaints to knightsatari@gmail.com. We are also on 

Twitter @KnightsAtari. 

If you would be interested in receiving your monthly issue of the 

Knight's Atari newsletter by post, then please send your postal address 

to knightsatari@gmail.com.  

 

This month's competition: Send  an email to knighstatari@gmail.com with 

your name, a phone number by which you can be contacted if you win, and 

some integer n between 1 and 100 inclusive before the end of September. 

One entry per phone number. Judge's decision is final. The winner will be the entrant who 

has chosen the highest n which no other entrant has chosen. The prize will then be a 

cheque for n euro. The winner will be announced on the SinBoards on October 1st. 

 

Think of the environment - instead of dumping this newsletter when you are 

finished with it, hand it to the next attractive person you see. It is possible that 

they won't be intelligent enough to appreciate the newsletter's content, but at 

least you might fool them into thinking that you were.  
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FIND THE BEST MOVE- BLACK to play 

 

Left: Capture one white stone in 

one move by completely 

surrounding him! 

Right: Capture two white stones 

by surrounding him in two 

moves! 

 

 

 

Can you capture three white stones 

without sacrificing any black stones? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Capture a white stone. (Hint: the ladder might 

be useful.) 

 

 

 

 



 

 

MATHS Puzzles 

 

 

One can easily cover the 64 squares of a standard 8x8 chessboard with 32 standard 

2x1 dominoes. If we remove the two diagonally opposite corners of the chessboard, 

as illustrated, can you then cover the remaining 62 squares with 31 dominoes? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This month's puzzle takes place at an open chess tournament where it just so 

happens that the tournament director is our beloved Fintan. Since chess 

tournaments are so well attended by the general public and since Fintan is quite 

the clever guy, he has thought of a way to label the chess matches so as to indicate 

to observers which games they might, potentially, find most interesting. 
His method works as follows: a table is labelled with a "1" if both players are 

grandmasters, a "2" if the game involves one grandmaster and one patzer, and a 

"3" wherever both parties are patzers. 
On the last day of the tournament there are only three matches being played 

simultaneously; one labelled with a "1", another with a "2" and the last with a "3". 

While Fintan is going about his business after the games have started (gathering 

some chess sets, chatting unsuccessfully to girls and whatnot), catastrophe strikes. 

A rather mysterious member of the public approaches Fintan and discreetly 

informs him that some bastard has moved all the labels to the wrong tables. 

"Fiddlesticks!", thinks Fintan. "What am I to do now?! I haven't a notion who any 

of the players are." Then, seeing as he's such a clever guy, he thinks of a neat way 

of solving the problem. 
By asking only one of the players if they are a grandmaster, he is able to figure out 

the correct labeling of the tables, generating the minimum amount of disturbance 

amongst the players and the audience at hand. The question is: how could he do 

it? 



 

 

EVENTS 
 

 

Your remainder of  September at a glance... 

  

 

Wednesday 12th: ChessSoc & GoSoc meeting - 8pm in Smokey's. 

Thursday 13th: "How to Play Chess" workshop - 8pm in AC214. 

Friday 14th: MathsSoc EGM - 6pm in C219 in Áras de Brún. 

Wednesday 19th: ChessSoc & GoSoc meeting - 8pm in Smokey's. 

Thursday 20th: Cruinniú trí Ghailge le haghaidh ficheall, gó, cártaí srl. - 8pm in the Asian 

Lounge. 

Wednesday 26th: ChessSoc EGM - 8pm in Smokey's. 

Wednesday 26th: ChessSoc & GoSoc meeting - 8pm in Smokey's. 

Thursday 27th: Galway Chess Club Blitz Competition - 8pm in the Bridge Centre. 

 

Apparently the university has implemented some stupid new system for naming all the 

rooms, but I'm too old to change my ways. 

I hope you can all find us. 

 

 

 

Conspiracy Corner: 
 

UNIVERSITY IN INVASION OF STUDENTS' ONLINE PRIVACY HORROR AND 

WORSE! 

 
-The Lady in the Tinfoil Hat 

 

Accustomed, as I am, to leaping to wildly uninformed conclusions, it gives me some 

conflicted pleasure to draw your attention to the fact that the university is tracking, by 

transparent proxy, all http and https activity on the network this year. I'm not entirely sure 

what that means, but I feel it would be remiss of me to let that hinder my reporting. All I 

know is that it is no longer safe to browse left-handed websites from the back row of the 

computer suites in Áras Uí Chathail. You might think such sinister motives deserve to be 

brought to light, but there lie hidden some other unsettling features. While, I suppose, we 

can trust the college with the content of our email conversations, our internet banking data 

and our meethornygalwaysingles.com login details, I would be almost less trusting in 

their ability to keep the network secure. And no, your "private browsing" session won't 

help.  

Perhaps it simply doesn't bear thinking about. Or perhaps that's just what they want you 
to think. 
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Chess and Kakuro  

 

White to play and mate in 6. 

 

If you cannot solve this, you might consider 

coming to our  

"How to Play Chess" workshop at 8pm on 

Thursday 13th in AC214. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 Life and Death puzzles    
 

Black to play to live or kill in the problems below. See the link if you need some 

instructions on how to play the game! http://playgo.to/iwtg/ 

 

 
 

Can’t find the answer? 

Solution: Pop along to Smokey’s café @ 8p.m. on Wednesday. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Toilet Review: The ones under the Quad                                      

 

 

-Your man on the can  
 

People will confide knowingly in you, possibly to give the impression that they are privy 

- if you'll excuse the pun - to some of the campus' secrets, that these are the nicest toilets 

on campus. They are wrong. They are not nice at all. Sure, they look fancy and have the 

added allure of being locked any time you're really desperate (see next month's issue for a 

convenient, legal solution), and they are generally impressively clean, but that is about all 

they have going for them. The lighting is too poor within the cubicles, either for reading 

or keeping an eye on the plight of one's toilet paper. My colleague, John, contends that the 

lighting is intentionally dimmed to set the mood - I don't know what he was getting up to 

in there. The height of the toilet pan seems more suited to snorting cocaine from than 

sitting on - I, being merely average in height, when I finally manage to clamber up onto 

the toilet seat, find my legs dangling unhelpfully and offering no possibility for leverage 

in case of constipation. The volume of passers-through, due, one must surmise, given 

their remote location, to the facilities' undeserved reputation, is remarkable. No matter 

what time of day one chooses, one is greeted by the malodorous harmonies of a row of 

ploppings and flatulence from the moment one walks in the door. 

The appeal of these particular facilities, one can only imagine, is the combination of 

sparkling golden floors, large wall-length mirrors, enough floor space to swing a patient 

and hard-headed cat or dance a mazurka, and a picture of James Dean - or Marilyn 

Monroe in the Ladies', I am informed. If I wanted to hang around somewhere which 

blurred the line between toilet and nightclub, though, I would go to the obvious nightclub 

on Abbeygate Street. 

In conclusion: there are better options within arse-clenched dashing distance.  

 

"It made me feel like a princess!" - Naomi, 2nd Arts.  

Capacity: 6 sitting, 12 

standing 

Ergonomics: Poor Privacy: Little 

Flush Quality: Decent Graffiti entertainment 

value: N/A 

 

Lighting: Poor Aesthetics: Excellent Cleanliness: Excellent 

Smartphone signal: This reviewer, for a number of reasons, does not possess one of these 

so-called "smart"phones. However, I suspect that the signal might be rather poor 

underground. I wasn't able to make a phone call on my five year old Nokia with O2, at 

any rate.                                                               Rating: 6/10 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Cognitive Dissonance 

 

 

 

 


